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Wetlands Appear and Disappear

Restoration Activities: Ongoing by all partnersRestoration Activities: Ongoing by all partners

Continued drainage activities and conversion of wetland  Continued drainage activities and conversion of wetland  
and riparian habitatsand riparian habitats

Changes in river and stream channelsChanges in river and stream channels



















Why do we need an Inventory?

Formulation and implementation of state and federal Formulation and implementation of state and federal 
wetland policieswetland policies
Assessment of status and trendsAssessment of status and trends
Identifying wetlands for restorationIdentifying wetlands for restoration
Risk and vulnerability assessmentsRisk and vulnerability assessments
Wetland information is needed by a variety of Wetland information is needed by a variety of 
decisiondecision--makers, including city/county government, makers, including city/county government, 
the state of Montana, federal agencies, conservation the state of Montana, federal agencies, conservation 
groups, and landowners.groups, and landowners.



NWI maps all Surface Waters

Not just marshes: includes streams, rivers, lakes, Not just marshes: includes streams, rivers, lakes, 
reservoirsreservoirs
Sewage lagoons, quarries, farm pondsSewage lagoons, quarries, farm ponds
Drainage ditchesDrainage ditches
This is the most important aspect of NWI for This is the most important aspect of NWI for 
developing partnershipsdeveloping partnerships



































In Lieu Fee Wetland Mitigation Program

Provides a new source of funds for wetland and stream restoratioProvides a new source of funds for wetland and stream restoration, n, 
enhancement, and development projects resulting from regulated enhancement, and development projects resulting from regulated 
activities in Montanaactivities in Montana’’s 16 primary watershedss 16 primary watersheds

Nationwide program authorized in Montana through cooperative Nationwide program authorized in Montana through cooperative 
agreement between the Army Corps of Engineers, Montana Fish, agreement between the Army Corps of Engineers, Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks, and Montana Department of Environmental Wildlife & Parks, and Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality Quality 

Montana Wetlands Legacy is the Trust Fund Administrator for the Montana Wetlands Legacy is the Trust Fund Administrator for the 
In Lieu Fee (ILF) programIn Lieu Fee (ILF) program

Currently limited to wetlandCurrently limited to wetland--related impacts  related impacts  -- Stream guidelines Stream guidelines 
are currently being fleshed out by the Corps of Engineers in are currently being fleshed out by the Corps of Engineers in 
consultation with resource agencies, conservation districts, andconsultation with resource agencies, conservation districts, and
othersothers
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